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The Maine Boundary Controversy
II. THE AROOSTOOK WAR
By THE DIVISION OF FOREST ENGINEERING
IN 1831 the legislature of Maine passed an act incorporating the Madawaska settlement into a 
town. When the inhabitants had 
been assembled for the purpose of 
electing their town officers, a cap­
tain of New Brunswick Militia pro­
tested against the proceedings, and 
threatened arrest and imprisonment 
if they carried out their plans. Not­
withstanding these protests the town 
was organized, and in due season a 
representative was elected to the 
Maine legislature.
Sir Archibald Campbell, the Lieu­
tenant Governor of New Brunswick, 
notified the Governor of Maine of 
his “surprise and regret” that some 
citizens of Maine had crossed the 
boundary and taken possession of a 
part of the territory in dispute be­
tween the two governments. With­
out waiting for a reply from the 
Governor of Maine, Lieut. Gov. 
Campbell with an armed force pro­
ceeded to Madawaska and seized 
the newly elected town officers and 
took them to Fredericton, where 
they were arraigned before the 
Supreme Court of New Brunswick 
and sentenced to pay a fine of fifty 
pounds and to be imprisoned three 
months.
Notes were exchanged between 
the governments of Maine and New 
Brunswick. The United States 
Government sent a sharp note to 
the Maine Government reprimand­
ing them for their actions in causing 
international troubles along the bor­
der.
This story of the Aroostook 
War follows up the article on 
the early Maine Boundary 
dispute published last month
The subject is timely because 
of the recent discussion of 
water power rights on the 
St* John River
Governor Fairfield, who succeeded 
Governor Kent in January 1839, ex­
pressed disappointment and dis­
satisfaction with the efforts of the 
national government. In his annual 
message he made it plain that the 
present state of affairs could not go 
on much longer.
It was soon after this that the 
State of Maine began to stand up 
for its own rights. The so-called 
“Aroostook War” probably did more 
than anything else to bring about a 
speedy settlement of this interna­
tional controversy that had harassed 
the minds of all concerned for so 
many years.
As the population of both Maine 
and New Brunswick began to in­
crease, and as their interests were 
divergent, ciashings naturally fol­
lowed. Mr. S. S. Whipple, as Sur­
veyor General of Maine, went in the 
summer of 1838 to the valley of the 
Aroostook River with a party of 
assistants and proceeded to carry on 
the duties of his office in territory 
that had been regarded as clearly 
within the limits of the State of 
Maine.
June 27, 1838, James McLauchlan, 
a New Brunswick official bearing 
the title of “Warden of the Disputed 
Territory,” informed Mr. Whipple 
that his work was in violation of the 
existing arrangements between the 
British Government and that of the 
United States. He also warned Mr. 
Whipple to cease his operations until 
the right to that territory had been 
decided by negotiation on the part 
of the two governments. Mr. 
Whipple informed Mr. MacLauch- 
lan that he was acting under the 
authority of the Government of the 
State of Maine, as a surveyor; but 
had no further agency than to note 
the claims of the settlers to various 
tracts of land and make a return of 
the same to the land officer in Bangor. 
Here the matter seemed to have 
rested.
Reports began to come to the 
Maine officials that trespassing on 
the timber lands within the disputed 
territory had been carried on for 
several years, and was then being 
committed by parties from the 
Province, and sometimes under 
license from its authorities. Ac­
cordingly Mr. Geo. W. Buckmore 
was ordered to proceed to the dis­
puted territory, ascertain and report 
the facts, and remove and sell under 
the provisions of an act of the legis­
lature passed in 1831, the teams and
Your work is your best advertisement
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supplies of the trespassers. On the 
twentieth of January, 1839, Mr. 
Buckmore reported that large num­
bers of men from New Brunswick 
were trespassing on these lands, who 
not only refused to desist from cut­
ting timber on them but defied the 
powers of the State of Maine to 
hinder their operations.
These facts were communicated 
to the Legislature by Governor Fair- 
field, who had just succeeded Gover­
nor Kent, on the twenty-third of Jan­
uary, 1839. With this message the 
“Aroostook War” may be said to 
have commenced—a war which not­
withstanding the ridicule attached 
to some of its episodes, and its 
bloodless conclusion forms a 
chapter in the history of our 
State which does real honor 
to the people of Maine who so 
fearlessly did what they con­
sidered to be their duty to 
the state and country.
On the twenty-fourth of 
January the Legislature pass­
ed a resolve directing the 
Land Agent to employ a suffi­
cient force and arrest, detain 
and imprison all persons 
found trespassing on the 
territory of this State as 
bounded by the treaty of 1783.
Under the authority of this 
resolve, the Land Agent,Ru­
fus McIntire of Parsonfield, 
with Major Hastings Strick­
land of Bangor, sheriff of 
Penobscot County, and about 
two hundred men proceeded 
to the Aroostook river. A 
few days later, they captured 
about twenty men together 
with James MacLauchlan (men­
tioned above as warden of the 
disputed territory) and Capt. Tib­
betts, of the Tobique Settlement. 
In the night of Feb. 12th, the Land 
Agent, the Hon. Rufus McIntire, 
and two of his assistants, Gustavus 
G. Cushman and Thomas B. Bart­
lett of Bangor, went to a house three 
or four miles in advance of the en­
campment of their Company, where 
they put up for the night. During 
the night the trespassers—who had 
become acquainted with these facts 
—seized the land agent and his assis­
tants, and transported them across 
the border, and thence to Frederic­
ton. Col. Ebenezer Webster, a 
prominent citizen of Orono, who was 
at Woodstock when the prisoners 
were brought there, attempted to 
procure their release. But his ap­
peals to the authorities led to his 
own arrest, and he was sent with the 
others to Fredericton, where they 
were all lodged in jail.
On Sunday, February 17, the citi­
zens of Bangor enjoyed the sight of 
Mr. MacLauchlan and Capt. Tib­
betts being escorted through the 
streets of that city. Unlike the 
prisoners captured by the Canadians
A Summer Shower
By NATHAN APPLETON TEFFT
Suthin’ queer all of a sudden!
Cobweb wiven on th’ hoe; 
Woodchuck for his hole a-scuddin’;
Martins ’gin a-flyin’ low. 
Ol’ cow ’gins a’ anxious mooin’,
Heifer-calf a-keepin’ nigh;
Kinder feel a-suthin’ brewin’;
Mighty s’picious lookin’ sky.
Blindin’ flash! an’ a deep rumble,
Everythin’ a-growin’ black; 
Mighty like a growl an’ grumble,
Savage frown an’ the attack. 
Rain, like hot tears, ’gins a-pourin’,-
Passion’s way o’ givin’ vent;
Rainbow, like a smile, restorin’
Peace on earth, an’ Heaven sent.
From “NEEDLES FROM THE WHISPERING PINE”
they were not thrown into Bangor 
jail, but were taken to the Bangor 
House where they were said to have 
fared sumptuously.
When Governor Fairfield learned 
of the Land Agent’s imprisonment, 
he requested Hon. Jonathan P. 
Rogers, a distinguished citizen of 
Bangor and a former Attorney Gen­
eral of the State, to visit Fredericton 
and ascertain the facts, as under­
stood there in relation to the abduc­
tion of the Land Agent and his 
party and to demand his instant 
release. Mr. Rogers succeeded in 
getting these men released on their 
parole. Soon after this, Provincial 
“Warden” MacLauchlan, who had 
been detained in Bangor, was re­
leased on parole by order of Gover­
nor Fairfield.
In February the Governor of New 
Brunswick issued a proclamation, in 
which he stated that he had ordered 
a sufficient military force to the 
scene of certain alleged outrages to 
repel foreign invasion.
This proclamation and the arrest 
of the Land Agent and his assistants 
were subjects of a spirited message 
by Governor Fairfield to the Legis­
lature on the eighteenth of February.
The Legislature on the 
twentieth of February passed 
a  resolve providing for the 
raising and forwarding of a 
Military force to the territory 
to prevent further depreda­
tions; and the sum of eight 
hundred thousand dollars was 
appropriated to carry out the 
purposes of this resolve.
A resolve was passed on the 
twenty-second of February 
requesting the Governor to 
inform the president of the 
United States of the action 
of Maine, and to request the 
aid of the General Govern­
ment in support of the rights 
of the State.
Orders were issued by the 
Governor and Commander­
in-Chief for calling out and 
mobilizing the Militia of the 
State. Major General Isaac 
Hodsdon of the Third Divi­
sion was placed in command 
of the troops that were ordered out, 
which consisted of about eleven 
hundred men from the Third Divi­
sion and thirteen companies from 
the Second Division, including ca­
valry, artillery, infantry, and rifle­
men. Many volunteers from Penob­
scot and Piscataquis Counties and 
other eastern portions of the State 
were also enlisted. Within a few 
days ten thousand troops were on 
the march to the “disputed terri­
tory.”
The National Government seeing
The raw material of success is thought
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the seriousness of the situation im­
mediately got busy. Congress 
passed a bill authorizing the presi­
dent of the United States to raise 
fifty thousand troops for the support 
of Maine, and appropriated ten 
million dollars to meet the expense 
if war became unavoidable.
At this stage of the proceedings in 
Maine, Major General Winfield 
Scott, U. S. A., was sent to the scene 
of action. After a conference with 
Governor Fairfield and members of 
the State legislature he reached an 
understanding with Sir John Harvey, 
the Lieut. Governor of Canada, 
whereby an arrangement was affec­
ted by which the Maine troops were 
withdrawn from the disputed lands, 
and peace was restored. Gen. Scott 
and Lieut. Gov. Campbell had been 
warm friends for years and it has 
been suggested that on account of 
this fact, it was much easier to come 
to a speedy settlement of this im­
pending crisis.
Orders for the return of the troops 
were issued on the twenty-fifth of 
March, and by the thirteenth of May 
the last of them were paid off and 
mustered out of service at Bangor. 
This was the end of the ‘Aroostook 
War.” It had caused an expendi­
ture of more than a million dollars 
by the State, all of which was re­
imbursed by the general Govern­
ment. While this so-called war was 
unsatisfactory in some of its results, 
it did seem to awaken the attention 
of the country to the importance of 
the question and start real efforts 
toward a settlement of some kind.
In 1842 Governor Fairfield was 
again in office. John Tyler was 
President of the United States, and 
Daniel Webster was Secretary of 
State. In April Mr. Webster wrote 
Governor Fairfield that Lord Ash­
burton, a British Minister, had 
arrived at Washington with full 
powers to negotiate and settle the 
different matters in discussion be­
tween the two governments.
Four commissioners—two from 
each political party—were appointed 
by the Maine Legislature. William 
Pitt Preble and Edward Kavanagh 
represented the Democrats, Edward 
Kent and John Otis the Whigs. 
These men went to Washington 
where they were joined by Abbot 
Lawrence, John Mills and Chas. 
Allen, Commissioners from Massa­
chusetts.
These Commissioners put up the 
old fight for a settlement along the 
lines of the treaty of 1783. Lord 
Ashburton would not consider this 
at all. There was much heated 
discussion, and it began to look as 
though nothing could be decided 
upon.
Mr. Webster was determined that 
the question should be settled at all 
events. He reasoned, he implored, 
he threatened. He connected this 
question with others, which the 
whole country was anxious to see 
settled, and brought all these in­
fluences to bear on the Maine 
Commissioners.
During the summer of 1842, the 
Webster-Ashburton Treaty was ne­
gotiated and finally accepted and 
ratified by both Governments. The 
assent of Maine to the treaty was 
literally wrung from her commis­
sioners. These Commissioners were 
severely criticized for consenting to 
this settlement. They had done 
their best. They consented only 
after the judgment of the Nation 
demanded it and the Senate of the 
United States advised it.
Comparing the boundary line as 
determined in this treaty with the 
one suggested by the King of the 
Netherlands which the State of 
Maine refused to accept in 1831, 
it is obvious how much Maine lost 
by refusing to accept the decision 
of this arbiter. If Maine had 
accepted that line she would have 
saved 893 square miles and would 
have received from the United States 
land in the State of Michigan to the 
value of two millions of dollars.
By the Webster-Ashburton 
Treaty, the frontier line between 
the State of Maine and Canada was 
settled for all time. By it seven­
twelfths of the disputed area was 
given to the United States and five- 
twelfths to Great Britain.
This controversy was a matter 
that puzzled some of the best minds 
of England and America. It is not 
for us to say who was right or who
was wrong in the final settlement of 
this question which kept in discord 
for so many years two peoples of the 
same race who spoke the same lan­
guage and had everything in common.
Gone But Not Forgotten
There was once a daring driver who 
believed that some fine day
With a speeding locomotive he’d dis­
pute the right of way;
He would just step on the throttle, 
then he’d airly look back
And observe the shattered fragments 
of the engine by the track.
Then he’d smile with satisfaction as 
along the way he tore—
There once was such a driver, but 
there isn’t any more.
There was once a gay young fellow 
whose delight it was to gloat
At the other folks’ annoyance while 
he stood and rocked the boat.
“Aren’t you sorry,” he would cackle, 
‘ ‘that you never learned to swim?’’
Then he’d lean upon the gunwale till 
it met the water’s brim.
Never did he seem to worry lest the 
craft should be upset—
There once was such a fellow—they 
are dragging for him yet.
There was once a genial party who 
set out upon a shelf
Beer and wine and gin and whiskey 
all of which he made himself.
And when thirst descended on him 
he would lift the brimming cup—
A proceeding he continued till he 
drank the stock all up.
“Liquor’s liquor,” he would chuckle 
as he served some to a guest—
There once was such a party, but 
they’ve laid him to his rest.
There was once a portly person who 
was wont to stow away
Oysters, soup and fish and beefsteak 
for his luncheon every day.
He would do the same at dinner, and 
at twelve o’clock at night
He would stop in at a dance hall for 
a little added bite;
But at forty-five or fifty he had eaten 
all he could—
And the handsome floral tributes 
didn’t do him any good!
—James J. Montague.
It’s usually up-hill work that lands one at the top
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Highways “In The Realms of 
Old King Spruce”
L On the West Side of Moosehead Lake
ONE of the most important developments in our national life during the last twenty- 
five years is the construction and 
maintenance of many thousand miles 
of automobile roads. States, coun­
ties and towns appropriate large 
sums annually for this purpose, and 
even the most casual observer cannot 
fail to note the effect which this 
gigantic and ever expanding pro­
gram of road building has had upon 
the industrial and social life of the 
nation. The advent of motor- 
driven vehicles created the demand 
for good roads, and the far-seeing 
American, quick to grasp a commer­
cial possibility, has invested his 
capital liberally and reaped a gener­
ous reward.
In common with other big indus­
tries, the lumbering business has 
shared in the benefits of this wide­
spread movement, and it is not sur­
prising that our own company has 
recognized the value of good roads in 
conducting large and successful log­
ging operations. No other concern 
in New England has built roads into 
its timberlands on such an extensive 
scale as the Great Northern Paper 
Company. It may be of interest to 
our younger employees to turn back 
a few pages in the company’s his­
tory and see what has been accom­
plished along this line in the moose­
head Lake section during the past 
fifteen years. To give a full detailed 
account of each road from the time 
the right of way was cut to the pre­
sent day would require a great deal 
of time and space. Our purpose 
here is to present briefly the princi­
pal facts concerning each road. As 
the locality wherein the company 
made its initial venture in road 
building lies on the west side of the 
lake we will give our attention first 
of all to the roads on “Kineo side” 
as our people generally call it.
The first road built by the Great 
Northern Paper Company is the one 
from Seboomook to Pittston. 
This road is 14 miles long and 
follows for the most part the old tote 
road which had been there for years. 
In 1910 the right of way was widened 
from Seboomook to Beaver Brook 
by a crew in charge of Oville Heald, 
and from Pittston to Beaver Brook 
by Ed. Doyle and his crew. Mr. 
Doyle was at that time the superin­
tendent of Pittston Farm. A large 
amount of work was accomplished 
that year—stumping, grading, turn­
piking, culverts, etc., and some rock 
cuts made. The following summer 
Mr. Foley with a crew of 300 men 
gravelled and completed the road. 
Andy Faulkner was the clerk of this 
job. A big oil burning steam tractor 
driven by Ira Peavey was tried out 
here but proved unsuccessful and 
was soon discarded in favor of the 
more reliable horse labor.
The road from Rockwood to 
Pittston is 23 miles long and was 
built in the period from 1911 to 1915 
inclusive. Previous to that there 
was a winter tote road built more 
than twenty-five years ago by Roy 
Butterfield from Rockwood to a 
point on the South Branch near the 
Pittston Farm. Mr. Butterfield 
used this road for toting supplies to 
his lumber operations and the right 
of way for the present road, which 
was cut in 1909 by Ed. Foley, crosses 
the Butterfield road at several points. 
However, in 1911 a crew under the 
supervision of Tom Ranney started 
the work of building a turnpike. 
That year and the two years follow­
ing Mr. Ranney’s crew worked from 
time to time on the road between 
Rockwood and Moose River. In 
the summer of 1914, Joe Sheehan 
started with his crew at Moose River 
and worked towards Rockwood. 
That fall Mr. Sheehan returned to 
his logging operations and the work 
was taken over and completed by 
Mr. Ranney. It is not to be sup­
posed that the long twenty-mile 
stretch from the north shore of 
Moose River to Pittston was being 
neglected during this time. In 1911 
Frank Smart with a large crew 
started the work of stumping, grad­
ing and ditching the right of way 
which had previously been cleared 
by Mr. Foley. In 1914 Jim Sar­
gent came to the Great Northern 
and his first work was to complete 
this road which was done in the Sum­
mer of 1915. This was a remarkable 
achievement considering the length 
of the road and the difficulties en­
countered. In the fall of 1914 the 
floating bridge across Moose River, 
which had always been a temporary 
one and washed out every spring in 
high water, was replaced by the 
steel structure, resting on piers of 
concrete, which today spans the 
river at this point. Several improve­
ments have been made by Mr. Sar­
gent in connection with his work as 
superintendent of roads, but the 
principal ones are the Seboomook 
Cut-off and the Socatean Bridge. 
The Seboomook Cut-off is a two- 
mile strip of road running from the 
20-Mile to Beaver Brook. A crew 
in charge of Win Spencer cut the 
right of way in the fall of 1921 and 
the following summer Pat Purcell 
built it with a crew of fifty men. 
This short-cut saves about four 
miles and eliminates the necessity of 
driving around by the Pittston “Y” 
when travelling from Kineo to Se­
boomook or vice versa. The new 
concrete bridge across Socatean 
Stream was built last summer to re­
place the old wooden one.
The Pittston-Canada Falls 
road is three miles in length and was 
built by Frank Doherty between the 
years 1911 and 1915, the greater part 
being done in 1914.
In 1912 the company decided to 
rebuild Seboomook Dam, and the 
utility of a road to that point was at 
once apparent. Accordingly Supt. 
Sam Whyte was assigned to the job 
of building Seboomook Dam Road 
over two miles of rough country. 
This was a difficult task owing to the 
many rock cuts which had to be 
made but it was completed that year. 
In the summer of 1923 Jim Sargent 
made a long cut through the ledge at
Freedom means opportunity to give the world the best and most that is in you
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A Scene on the Road from Seboomook to Pittston
a point about one half mile from the 
thereby straightening the road 
and eliminating a dangerous curve.
At the same time that Mr. Whyte 
was building the Seboomook Dam 
turnpike, Steve Ranney with a 
large crew commenced work on the 
19 mile Seboomook Dam-Loon 
Stream Road. This road was in 
process of construction from 1912 to 
'16, but the greater part was done 
in 1914 and ’15. To Supt. Ranney 
belongs the credit for stumping, 
ditching and grading the road as far 
as the foot of Russell mountain, and 
laying some of the gravel top. At 
this point Mr. Ranney’s attention 
was claimed by his logging opera­
tions on Elm and Russell, and Jim 
Sargent took over the work, com­
pleting the road to the foot of the 
mountain, and later (summer of 
1915) pushing on up over the side 
and down to Loon Stream. From 
the highest altitude on Russell 
Mountain accessible by the road a 
fine view of the surrounding country 
may be had. The border villages 
in Beauce County, Quebec, 35 miles 
to the West, are visible on clear 
days.
The Loon Stream-Caucomgo- 
moc Lake road was not built until 
six years later. In the winter of 
1921-1922, the right of way, 9 miles 
long, was cut by “Sandy” Johnson. 
The following May construction was 
started by George Bridge and con­
tinued all summer. The stumps 
were pulled out, turnpiking, ditch­
ing, grading, etc., finished and some 
gravelling done on the Loon Stream 
end. This was Mr. Bridge’s first 
work for the Great Northern Paper 
Company. In the fall he went to 
Rainbow to open a woods operation 
and work on the road was discon­
tinued for the season. In August 
1923 Mr. Sargent put in a crew of 
sixty men and twenty-four horses 
and finished the gravelling. The 
first extensive use of this road was 
made by Connie Brosnahan, super­
intendent of the Kineo-Pittston 
Toting, when with trucks and trac­
tors he hauled the supplies for the 
pulpwood operations conducted by 
Al MacNeill and Bert Burr in the 
region of Caucomgomoc Lake.
One of the most important and 
useful roads owned by the company 
is that one running from Pittston 
Farm to Dole Brook or “the 40- 
Mile” as it is now called, a distance 
of 17 miles in a northwesterly direc­
tion. This road was built by Mr. 
Sargent. The work was started in 
1917 and completed in 1919. It was 
put through to 30-Mile the first year 
and continued on to 37-Mile and 40- 
Mile the two succeeding years. 
Austin Harmon was the clerk of this 
job, and some of the foremen were 
Jim McLeary and the three Wort­
man boys, Amos, Fred and Warren. 
This new road affords easy access to 
the heavily timbered townships of 
the North Branch country where ex­
tensive operations have been carried 
on for a number of years. A not­
able improvement in this piece of 
road is the Pittston Cut-off—built 
by Walter Dunn under Mr. Sar­
gent’s direction in the summer of 
1921. It is about a mile long and 
eliminates the necessity of driving 
through the grounds at Pittston 
Farm when travelling to Canada 
Falls or the 40-Mile. A 90-foot 
steel bridge resting on concrete 
abutments and spanning the South 
Branch in plain view from the Pitts­
ton boarding house forms a part of 
the cut-off.
From the 40-Mile on to the boun­
dary line, a distance of ten miles, 
the road which is known as the Dole 
Brook-Morrisette road is passable 
in dry weather, but not complete at 
the present time. There had been 
a woods tote road there for many 
years but the first effort toward 
making a turnpike of it was in 1912 
and T3, at which time the right of
(Continued on Page 15)
Your opinion of others is apt to be their opinion of you
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All communications for The Northern 
should be sent to the editor of The 
Northern, Greenville, Maine.
The Deaconseat
Strangers in the woods are sur­
prised to hear of the deaconseat. 
It is a woods institution and as much 
a part of the men’s camp as the very 
bunks themselves. However, visi­
tors are somewhat disillusioned when 
they see the deaconseat. It is not 
to be confused with the amen corner 
of a village church. It is nothing of 
the kind. It is a simple bench at 
the foot of the bunks, frequently 
one long bench that extends the en­
tire length of the row of bunks. Of 
itself it is nothing, but when filled 
with a crew of men it becomes the 
open forum of the woods. Here all 
face the bar of judgment—the 
opinion of the woods. The news of 
the day is discussed both local and 
world-wide, opinions rendered on all 
subjects, men’s reputations estab­
lished for good or ill. Here the 
local talent entertains. The camp’s 
prize step-dancer performs. Woods 
songs are made and 
sung. Jokes are 
cracked and stories 
told for the benefit of 
all. The audience is 
appreciative but criti­
cal. He is a good story 
teller who can gain the 
floor and hold it. Here, 
too, is developed a 
woods philosophy wor­
thy of notice. Usually 
the introductory for- 
mular is—“I’ve got it 
figured out—” or “It 
seems to me that—.” 
After a long discussion 
of the evils of both 
wealth and poverty, 
someone remarked 
“I’ve got it figured out 
that it’s the man every time— 
money or no money—conceit, ego­
tism and selfishness are incurable 
diseases.” The subject of social 
standing may end at the deaconseat 
with “It seems to me that a man 
may have more money than you’ve 
got, more education and more power, 
but he ain’t a better man unless he 
lives a better life than you live.” 
Hold your place on the deaconseat 
in silence when the woods oracle 
speaks!
To Fred A. Gilbert
Now a mighty game is the timber game 
And he who knows the plays
Is a ruler of men and of high degree 
In these modern business days.
And no one knows better that game— 
High, and Jack and Deuce—
Than Baron Fred, the lord of men 
In the realms of old King Spruce.
— By Holman Day
Manager Gilbert
This month Mr. Gilbert, 2nd Vice 
President of the Great Northern 
Paper Co., completes twenty-five 
years of service as Manager of the 
Spruce Wood Department. Much 
could be written about the develop­
ments since the day Mr. Gilbert was 
called from the drive up Abol way to 
an interview at Norcross which result­
ed in his coming to the position which 
he has held for a quarter century. It 
would be an interesting biography of 
Mr. Gilbert and a good history of his 
department. Since such a story is 
not practicable, attention is being 
called to the anniversary by printing 
Holman Day’s tribute to Mr. Gil­
bert and by making Mr. Gilbert’s 
home and children the subject of 
the picture page. We congratulate 
Mr. Gilbert and wish him many 
more years of service.
Who’s Who in This Issue
The employees of the company 
are justly proud of our roads. As 
time passes the details of when and 
by whom these various roads were 
constructed are likely to become 
vague, indefinite and disputable. 
This article “Highways Tn the 
Realms of Old King Spruce’” will 
cover the road construction in two 
issues. It is the work of Hugh Des­
mond who this month becomes an 
associate editor of The Northern.
The second and last in­
stallment of the boun­
dary dispute appears this 
month under the title of 
“The Aroostook War.” 
Another poem by Mr. 
Tefft of Bangor, and one 
by Holman Day in this 
number will be read with 
interest. “Gone But Not 
Forgotten” by James J. 
Montague was sent to us 
by Mr. Burton Smith of 
Portland. All of the bot­
tom lines this month are 
taken from “Forbes Epi­
grams.” The poem“Ves- 
per Time” on the back 
cover was contributed by 
Milford Baker of Bing­
ham. The cover photo 
is also by Mr. Baker.
Vision sees through things; grit sees them through
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'Residence of Manager Gilbert, Hampden Highlands, Maine."
No man is really big who has a small heart
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Pittston Farm
The North Branch Drive arrived 
at Pittston on the 26th of June. 
The South Branch Drive came in on 
July 5th. Main River Drive arrived 
at the piers on July 17th.
Mr. W. A. Whitcombe, Vice 
President and General Manager of 
the Great Northern Paper Company 
has come from Dedham, Massachu­
setts with his family for a visit at 
Pittston Farm. He is accompanied 
also by Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Whit- 
combe of Indiana. Nick Mulligan 
and Chester Worthing of Chesun- 
cook are acting as guides for the 
party.
Dr. Henry Chapman of Bangor, 
with his wife and son George, had a 
pleasant visit at Pittston during the 
first two weeks of July. The party 
spent four or five days at Foley 
Pond, and report the fishing as 
excellent.
The fishing trip of the Rev. 
Fathers Thomas J. Nelligan and 
Martin A. Clary of Bangor was 
brought to an abrupt end when 
Father Clary was called to Portland 
on important business after they 
had been here but a few days. The 
party had made one trip up the 
South Branch but had not got in to 
Foley Pond. The Pittston family 
hope to see them again some time.
Henry Ordway, Superintendent 
of Pittston Farm, and Mrs. Ordway 
recently paid a visit to Mr. Ordway’s 
old home in Patten.
Gerald Franklin Baker is the fire 
patrolman on the road from Kineo 
to the Boundary, making his head­
quarters here. Gerald is using the 
motorcycle used last year by Gerald 
Gartley. Baker’s favorite expres­
sion is, “I can’t make it.”
Roland Foster, former watchman 
at Canada Falls Dam, has gone to the 
Allagash country with Supt. C. M. 
Hilton, the project being known as 
Allagash Route 2.
Charles B. Hatch of Portland has 
opened his camp at Bob Brook for 
the summer. Mr. Hatch has been 
a summer resident here for many 
years.
Dr. Harmon Smith of New York 
has opened his camp on the North 
Branch and will entertain a large 
party of physicians there at an early 
date. Ed Ramsdell, Anthony Le­
vasseur and Asa Larabee will act as 
guides.
Our old friend, “-Joe” Lemieux, 
called on us on his way to Frost 
Pond.
Mrs. Hertz has resumed her duties 
at Pittston Boarding House.
Pittston received a new croquet 
set from the Social Service Division, 
and a pleasant spot near the house 
has been established as a croquet 
ground. The set has been con­
stantly in use every evening since 
its arrival. A championship game 
was recently staged in which Fred 
Stait (we will omit the initials this 
time, Fred) trimmed Bill Harrington 
to a fare-you-well. Bill came 
through like a sport and bought the 
cigars for the boys.
Raymond B. Willard of Auburn is 
shooting trouble on this side, Ray 
Cripps having returned to Green­
ville.
We are glad to see our old friend, 
John H. Mortell, the inimitable, 
back in this country. John is 
clerking the telephone job up on the 
railroad. He will probably de­
scribe this as a “keen number.”
40 Mile
Sedric Scott has completed his 
work at Dole Pond Dam and is at 
present in Bangor on his vacation.
Joseph Lemieux visited 40 Mile 
on his way to Frost Pond where he is 
to take charge on a flowage job.
The many friends of Thomas V. 
Whelan were grieved to learn of the 
death of his mother at St. Nicholas 
River, New Brunswick, last month. 
As telephone operator and as fire 
warden, Mr. Whelan has become 
known to everyone in the territory, 
all of whom extend their sincere 
sympathy.
Mr. Hempstead’s party stopped 
here for a few moments on their way 
to Quebec.
Seboomook Dam
Keith Hilton of Bingham visited 
Mr. and Mrs. Errold F. Hilton over 
the 4th. Keith was for several years 
patrolman on the river. We are glad 
to note that he has almost com­
pletely recovered from the accident 
which befell him earlier in the year.
Mrs. Roland Foster is the guest 
of the Hiltons while Mr. Foster is 
away.
Miss Ruby Carpenter and Mil­
ford Baker visited the Dam during 
the month.
Donald Dressel of Russell Moun­
tain is expecting some guests from 
New York late in July. They will 
tent out near the warden’s camp.
James McCleary, who has been 
acting as watchman at the Dam, has 
returned with Mrs. McCleary to 
their home in Bangor.
Greenville
Wm. Clarkin, who has been spot­
ting out roads up Telos way, passed 
through town on his way to Hurri­
cane.
Hugh Desmond left on the 16th of 
July for a vacation. He will spend 
the first half of it visiting friends in 
New York State and the last half at 
his home in Massachusetts.
Austin E. Harmon expects to be 
back on the job the first of August.
F. A. Murphy of Seboomook 
visited Greenville during the month, 
staying at the Hillcrest Inn.
A. B. Willard, Superintendent of 
Telephone Maintenance, has taken 
the Hugh Sands house here for the 
Strength conies from struggle, weakness from ease
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summer for his family.
Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Hempstead 
recently drove to Quebec with Mr. 
and Mrs. Eugene Pfaff of Bangor.
Walter Creegan has returned from 
his vacation. He took the Allagash 
trip with Mr. Johnson of Northeast 
Carry as guide. He then visited his 
home at Providence, R. I.
Carl U. Kelley stopped in Green­
ville for a short while. He is on his 
way to join his family who are 
summering at Chesuncook. Carl 
reports that work at Howe Brook 
was completed some time ago. He 
will soon go to Norcross.
A. B. Monroe and his family are 
enjoying their new Essex Coach.
Grant Farm
Patrick O’Connell is still holding 
the fort at Grant Farm. Cyril 
Buckley is a frequent visitor, altho 
he usually lodges with Charlie Oree 
at the end of the Sourdnahunk Road. 
Charles is watching horses there.
Charles Crossman is working at 
the farm for a short time.
Archie McLeod is still registering 
the cars passing by Sias Hill. Carl 
McDonald is cooking there. Carl 
was on a vessel sailing to the West 
Indies last winter and became very 
ill there. He was laid up most of 
the winter. We are glad to see he 
is again in good health.
The stage driver is a regular 
boarder at Sias Hill, and there are 
always transients, such as men 
working on the road, the telephone 
crew and the like.
Jack Flynn, who for the past four 
years has been employed with the 
telephone crew, has returned to 
Greenville.
Joseph McPhee and Leo Durant 
have completed papering the roof 
of Cooper Brook Storehouse. Mr. 
McPhee has also covered Duck 
Pond Storehouse, and has repiled 
the lumber cut by the Northern 
Maine Pine Company.
The gas truck is on the road 
filling Chesuncook Dam Tanks.
There is a small amount of freight 
on the way to Chamberlain Lake 
Piers.
Lily Bay
Mr. Gerry started a crew of seven 
men haying on Monday, the 12th, 
but for over a week the weather has 
been very unfavorable. The crop 
is as good as any we have seen in 
recent years.
Howard Silsby and his crew 
moved from Sias Hill to Lily Bay 
on the 11th. Leonce Thibodeau 
and Stanley Morrill, who have been 
working with the crew on the Pitt­
ston side, will soon join the crew on 
this side.
The well digging equipment has 
reached this point on its way to the 
Boundary.
Flora St. Peter, who has been 
cooking here, has gone home and 
George Sears is now doing the 
cooking.
The deer have been altogether too 
neighborly around here and have 
eaten most of the vegetables in Mr. 
Gerry’s garden, coming to within a 
few feet of the house.
Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Murphy 
paid us a short call recently.
Greenville Shop
The shop has started the construc­
tion of another thirty foot boom­
jumper boat.
J. L. Desmond has purchased a 
new Ford coupe.
Foreman Walter Cole purchased a 
fine Ford sedan the other day.
The new 5 ton White dump truck 
arrived from Boston and has been 
forwarded to Mr. Sargent for use on 
his road job at Hurricane.
The baseball team of the Green­
ville Shop has been practising very 
faithfully whenever the weather 
permitted. The boys hope to show 
their skill on Labor Day. They wish 
to challange any company team to a 
game on that occasion.
Northeast Carry
Work has been completed on the 
Burbank Road for the season. After 
removing the wharf, which has been 
in a precarious condition, the crew 
left for other quarters. Now that 
the boat service has been discon-
Carelessness and failure are twins
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tinued, the mail is being conveyed 
from Seboomook by way of Bur­
bank and the West Branch.
Mr. R. H. Robertson was a 
recent caller.
On June 26th Mr. and Mrs. Cal­
vin Cary left for Pennsylvania 
where they have accepted employ­
ment. The Carys have been in 
charge of Penobscot Farm for sev­
eral years and have made many 
friends here, all of whom wish them 
the best of luck.
F. X. Mooney, D. M. Pearson and 
Edward Sweeney are all that are 
left at the farm now. Ed is making 
the flapjacks.
Mrs. F. X. Mooney and the child­
ren have arrived to spend the sum­
mer.
Several parties have passed 
through on their way to camps at 
Lobster Lake.
Mr. and Mrs. Lessiner are occupy­
ing their camp at the Carry.
Regular calls are made here by 
Albert Hickman, the fire patrolman.
Among those now at the Carry are 
Eddie Thibodeau, Anthony and 
Camille Levasseur, Mr. and Mrs. 
Searway, Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
Derosier, Billy Doyle and Fire 
Patrolman Henry Small.
Miss Rancourt and Joseph Ouel­
lette have returned to their homes.
Rockwood
Frank Greenleaf has returned to 
Rockwood with a crew from Auburn, 
Maine. He is to complete the 
repair work left unfinished here last 
year when the cold weather set in 
and it became necessary to discon­
tinue the work. Several of his old 
crew have returned with him.
Miss Kathleen Sargent, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. James E. Sargent, 
who graduated from St. Joseph’s 
Academy this past June, is spending 
her summer vacation at her home in 
Rockwood. She is planning a course 
of study at Farmington Normal 
School this coming Fall.
The wood cut this past Winter on 
the upper Kennebec waters is safely 
boomed and anchored in Masterman’s 
Cove on Moosehead Lake. There 
it is to remain until the Madison
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Mill calls for it, when it will be 
driven down the Kennebec. The 
work of gathering in this wood from 
the various parts of the lake was 
under the supervision of Mr. G. L. 
O’Connell, with “Duke” McKeil 
taking charge.
Miss Katherine Hilton, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Hilton, who 
recently graduated from Junior High 
School in Waterville, is spending 
the summer vacation with her par­
ents in Rockwood.
Miss Frances White, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Finnie White, is visit­
ing with friends in Rockwood.
Mr. Eugene Roberge of St. Come, 
Quebec, was a recent visitor at 
Rockwood.
Mrs. N. A. Murphy, Mrs. James 
E. Sargent and others who have 
taken advantage of the improved 
weather conditions to search for 
field strawberries at Seboomook and 
nearby places have had their efforts 
richly rewarded, returning to Kineo 
after each expedition with a fine lot 
of berries.
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hellyer were 
in Bangor for the St. John’s Com- 
mandery Field Day.
Seboomook
Mr. and Mrs. F. Adrian Murphy 
are receiving the congratulations of 
their friends on the birth of a son, 
Louis Nicholas Frederick Murphy. 
The bouncing newcomer made his 
appearance at the Dean Hospital in 
Greenville on the morning of July 
20th and tipped the scales at eight 
pounds. Both Mrs. Murphy and 
the baby are doing well.
The crew at Burbank moved to 
the Caucomgomoc Lake end of the 
road where they will be engaged in 
graveling. The Northeast Carry 
road will be left as a buckboard road 
for this year.
William Sargent is working with 
this crew.
Mrs. George Rooney and her 
daughter have been staying with 
Mr. Rooney at Caucomgomoc 
where George is employed as cook 
for the road outfit.
Miss Florence Twombly has been 
down river for several weeks.
Mr. John Hayes, accompanied by 
Mr. Dan Maher, has paid us a visit.
Mr. and Mrs. J. O. Wardwell have 
arrived and have opened their house 
which was formerly the Northwest 
Inn. The Wardwells have as their 
guests Mr. and Mrs. George H. 
Carter. Mr. Edward Leary, who 
during his visits to Seboomook 
has made many friends, is still the 
chauffeur for the Wardwell family.
Mrs. Wasson has been visiting 
Mrs. Nellie M. Colbath.
Bill McNeil is at Rockwood. He 
is employed in finishing for L. E. 
Nice the house that was moved over 
from Burton’s.
Mrs. Lydia White has departed.
Mrs. Mary Bowles and her daugh­
ter, Priscilla, are now working at 
the Boarding House.
John Hennigan suffered a painful 
injury recently when he was kicked 
by a horse. He went down-river 
for treatment.
W. S. Spencer has moved his 
effects out of the camp at Russell.
Paul Cyr is spending most of his 
time picking wild strawberries and 
preserving them.
Harold McMann is employed on
K. P. Toting.
Gerald Averill, who has been 
connected with the Accounting De­
partment of the Bangor Office for 
the past five years, has been ap­
pointed fire patrolman on the road 
from Pittston to Caucomgomoc Lake. 
He has a Ford fire truck.
Boundary Cottage
An attractive garage has been 
added to the Boundary Cottage 
property.
Several ponds in the vicinity of 
Moosehead Lake have been re­
stocked with trout recently.
Mr. D. W. Nickels, who is at pres­
ent taking a vacation of two weeks, 
is expected to arrive here within the 
near future. We hope he will have 
as good luck in reaching water here 
as he had when digging the Sias Hill 
well.
Mr. Hart and Mr. Flynn have 
paid us their regular visits.
Bill Harris has a flock of chickens, 
about equally divided between Rhode 
Island Reds and Plymouth Rocks.
There are no men traveling just 
now; the place is very quiet.
Railway-Third St. John Pond 
Telephone Construction
The crew under Wm. J. Stewart 
has made good progress in erecting a 
pole line to Third Saint John Pond.
O. E. Dickinson is still on the look­
out station on Nulhedus. The very 
wet season we have been having is 
very encouraging to the fire wardens 
of the state.
Supplies for the telephone job are 
obtained at Pittston Farm, boated 
down the river to the Terminal of 
the Seb. Lake and St. John Railroad 
and taken from there up the line on 
the speeder.
Among the crew are Eugene Le 
Clair and Bert and Jim Morris. 
Billy Williamson is cooking, Charlie 
Benjamin is in a familiar role as 
head cookee and James Sheehan is 
driving team.
Walter Richardson, who was re­
cently hurt at 10-Mile, has re­
covered, we hear, and will be back 
on the job soon.
George Farrar is now located at 
3rd St. John Pond.
Henry Hood has been giving us 
quality service in the toting line.
Ripogenus Dam
Mr. Harkness has a crew of men 
here doing general repair work on the 
buildings.
Mr. A. L. Brown of the R. B. 
Dunning Company motored from 
Bangor with his family and spent 
the Fourth with us.
One of the parties here recently 
went down to the Gorge for a fishing 
trip. They secured a fine catch of 
what they supposed were white 
perch. After they got home they 
learned that they had caught a nice 
mess of chubs, but not until after 
they had fried and eaten them all.
There is a great deal of traffic 
across the Dam these days. The 
place presents quite a different as­
pect from that of January. The 
Fourth was naturally a busy day. 
On that day 135 cars crossed the 
Dam and twice that number came 
to the Dam but did not cross.
Mrs. Howard Libby and young 
son, Earl, spent a week with the 
McInnis family.
Cheerfulness aids work as well as digestion
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Mr. Ralph Brown returned to 
Bangor on the 5th after a stay of a 
week at the Dam. Come again, 
Ralph, and bring Jimmy with you.
Bill Clarkin, who has gone over 
to the Dole Brook-Morrisette Road, 
left his wangan at Chesuncook Dam. 
He has been up on the Cuxabexis- 
Telos Road.
P. L. Sawyer is cruising in around 
Harrington Lake.
The Honorable John H. Trumbull, 
Governor of Connecticut, who has 
been camping at Spencer Narrows, 
paid us a visit on the 9th of July 
with his family. He was accom­
panied by Mr. A. E. Farnham of 
the Maine State Highway Police 
and by a Connecticut State Highway 
Police guard. Governor Trumbull 
on the 6th of the month made a trip 
to the end of the turnpike road.
Among the recent visitors to the 
Dam were Mr. and Mrs. A. G. 
Hempstead, Mr. and Mrs. Eugene 
Pfaff; Mr. Harkness, Mr. MacNeill, 
Thomas Leet, Wilmer Spencer, James 
Maguire, Howard Libby, L. G. 
White, Erwin Webber, C. C. Mullen 
of Bangor and Mr. C. A. Smith of 
the Bangor Office with his family.
The Honorable Ralph Brewster, 
Governor of Maine, climbed Mount 
Katahdin during the month, going 
in by way of Millinocket.
Nollesemic Drive-Stone Dam
On June 27th a crew took posses­
sion of the Stone Dam Boom House, 
prepared to sack the rear on the back 
channel on the West Branch on the 
4th of July. Jason Goodwin in­
forms us that the 4th of July and 
Labor day are the only days during 
the summer when the water is 
allowed to run through the original 
channel. On the 4th, four gates 
were opened. The crew were 
started at a very early hour and 
worked hard until dark in order to 
take advantage of the water. On 
Sunday noon, the 5th, the rear was 
left at Island Falls, three miles below 
the Dam. Labor Day will undoubt­
edly see the rear in Shadd Pond. On 
the 6th of July the crew returned to 
Rice Farm where they resumed 
driving on Dolby Pond.
The following was the personnel 
of this brief drive:





Bill Lawless is an A No. 1 cook, 
but when it comes to scraping a 
fiddle he is in a class by himself. 
Accompanied by George Gallagher 
on the mandolin or guitar, he gave 
a concert of popular music every 
evening while we were at the Dam. 
Amos Conley recently gave an exhi­
bition of clogging that will be 
remembered quite a while.
Gilbert Voutour of Greenville was 
with the driving crew here. A long 
way from home, Gilbert!
The Preble boys, Carl and Wesley, 
were also of the party.
“Lonnie” Mann made a flying 
trip to Madison on the 1st of July.
10 Mile
Things are much the same as 
usual at 10 Mile Plant. Supt. Chap­
lin at this writing is getting ready to 
cut his hay and is hoping the rain 
will hold off a while. The fine flock 
of White Leghorn chickens is pro­
gressing famously.
Mrs. Lena Shaw is still with us.
The telephone crew that was peel­
ing cedar poles at Poplar Rips Road 
has completed its work and has 
moved to other quarters.
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Pfaff stop­
ped at the house for a short visit on 
their way to Quebec. Mr. Pfaff was 
formerly a neighbor of ours in Ban­
gor and we were very glad to renew 
our friendship.
Dolby Pond Improvements
The Flowage crew has been pull­
ing dri-ki at Schoodic Brook for a 
short time. They report the way 
clear for the short wood to enter 
Dolby Pond.
Paul Turner had a crew here, 
driving the wood from the Bangor 
and Aroostook bridge to the pond. 
They moved a lot of wood. This 
crew went back to the rear on July 
14th Come again, Paul.
John O’Leary, Joe Smith and 
Charles McLeod went to Bangor 
Friday on the 3rd of July and re­
turned on the 5th.
L. G. White and F. L. Street, Sr., 
were recent callers at the Flowage. 
Fred still sports his Van Dyke.
A. V. MacNeill has been here 
several times during the month.
O. A. Harkness and H. A. Bowe 
were here during June. We got 
Harry to look our telephone over 
and it is now working the best ever. 
He hasn’t lost the knack while in 
Alabama.
Don Breen went to Lee over the 
4th to visit his family. Mrs. Breen 
and their two children are now re­
turning the visit.
Tom Leet pays us a trouble call 
once in a while. Motor boats and 
donkey engines engage Tommy’s 
attention most of the time.
George McKeen is now located 
here. George is helping Charlie 
McLeod on the boat.
Donald Day of Bangor has accept­
ed a position here. (Donald doesn’t 
think it’s a position.)
Andy Grogan is now on the cook- 
room force.
Peter Tuck left on June 15th for a 
few days’ visit at Patten.
Bangor Office News
Mrs. L. G. White has taken a 
house in Searsport which she will 
occupy during July and August with 
her daughter, Ruth, and her sons, 
L. G. Junior and Donald.
P. L. Bradeen, whose quiet per­
sonality has made him many friends, 
up-river and in Bangor, has left 
the employ of the auditing Depart­
ment.
Mr. and Mrs. A. V. MacNeill are 
occupying the residence at 72 West 
Broadway which they recently pur­
chased. This estate was formerly 
the property of the late Governor 
Parkhurst.
The pathway to power lies through service
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Gerald Averill has severed his 
connection with Harry Willey’s force 
in the Accounting Department and 
is now patrolman between Pittston 
and Caucomgomoc.
Charles W. Curtis, Purchasing 
Agent, recently made a trip to Sara­
toga Springs as a delegate from the 
Masonic Club of Bangor to the 
National Convention of Masonic 
Clubs held at that place.
William Praught and Beatrice 
Elice Newcomb were married on 
July 4th. Mr. Praught is employed 
in the Accounting Department. 
They left shortly after the ceremony 
to visit Prince Edward Island, Mr. 
Praught’s former home. All the 
Bangor Office force join in extending 
them best wishes.
Irving Billings has returned to the 
office after recovering from his re­
cent illness.
E. Earl Brown spent the first 
week of his vacation at the Eastern 
Maine General Hospital where an 
operation was performed to remove 
an obstruction from his nose.
The Bangor Daily News recently 
announced that Mr. F. A. Gilbert 
had purchased the Wilson Estate 
at Broadway and Somerset St.
The Eleventh Annual Field Day of 
the Northern Club of Bangor will be 
held at Camp Benson, Newport 
Lake, Thursday, August 6, 1925.
Loon Stream-Caucomgomoc 
Lake Road
Mr. J. E. Sargent has started a 
crew in graveling the last five miles 
of the Caucomgomoc Road. There 
are about fifty men in the crew, in 
charge of Clarence Sargent and 
Thomas Egan. Twelve horses are 
now in use and some trucks will be 
added later.
Dole Brook—Morrisette Road
Work on several jobs in this sec­
tion has commenced, all under the 
supervision of J. E. Sargent. The 
road from 40 Mile to the Boundary 
is being completed under the fore­
manship of Carl Hagstrom.
The repair work on Hurricane 
Dam is in charge of Frank Sirois. 
Frank McCormack is acting as time­
keeper there.
J. P. Lemieux is in charge of the 
cutting of flowage at Dole Pond 
A. H. Greene, who expects another 
timekeeper soon, is clerking all 
three jobs.
Peter McDuffy is at Hurricane 
Depot, George Bolduc is at Hurricane 
Dam, and Alec Doucette is cooking 
at the Flowage Operation.
Chamberlain Lake Piers
Work has been resumed in the 
Chamberlain Lake country after a 
lapse of many years. George Maguire 
is doing this work.
E. E. Ricker and A. G. Faulkner 
will handle the clerical end of the job.
Paymaster Robert L. King, who 
has fully recovered from his recent 
illness, has been assigned to this 
operation. We are all glad to see 
Bob back in harness.
The mail address for this outfit is 
Chesuncook, Maine.
Chesuncook Dam
B. B. Boyington is now carrying 
the mail between Chesuncook Dam 
and the village of Chesuncook.
The Gunn boys are still running 
their boat for the company.
W. J. and G. L. Coltart are 
making some repairs on the house 
and the boats.
Dave Nadeau is cooking here.
Mr. Connors has returned to work 
here.
We learn that they have been 
troubled with bears at Sias Hill 
lately. Carl McDonald says that a 
500 pound bear broke into the dingle 
one night at 10 o’clock and made a 
cheerful exit, carrying a ham. Carl 
got a good look at the bear and 
remembers the circumstance dis­
tinctly as he particularly wanted to 
use that ham the next day.
News of Former Employees
W. S. Mills, better known as 
“Billy” Mills, who formerly worked 
on many of our telephone lines, is
now in the electrical contracting 
business in Old Town. His slogan 
is “No Job Too Small. No Job Too 
Large.”
Peter Paul Dufour, who has scaled 
on many of the company operations, 
is now an agent for the Prudential 
Life Insurance Company. He will 
be glad to interest the boys in in­
surance, or “assurance” as they call 
it over in dear old London. He 
has two children, Franklin Paul 
and Joan.
George Vose, a former member of 
the Woods Clerical force under Mr. 
P. E. Whalen, is now employed at 
the Eastern Trust and Banking 
Company, Bangor.
Allie Washburn, employed at the 
Grant Farm Garage at the time 
Ripogenus Dam was built, is now 
proprietor of Washburn’s Garage 
at Hampden.
“Jack” Emmons, who worked on 
the Seb. Lake and St. John Railroad 
in 1921, is with the advertising de­
partment of the Lewiston Journal. 
He is married and lives in Lewiston.
Rice Farm
On July 4th Mrs. Goodwin had the 
pleasure of entertaining her father 
and mother, Mr. and Mrs. H. S. 
Everett of East Corinth, Maine. 
Mr. and Mrs. Byron French, Mr 
and Mrs. B. W. Bean and their 
families have also paid the Rice 
Farm a visit.
Miss Daisy Byther, who is work­
ing here, spent the 4th with her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Byther 
of Bradford, Maine.
Miss Ida Brown was the guest of 
her parents Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Brown of Millinocket over the 4th.
The party of Herbert E. Locke, 
Esq., of Augusta, made a trip to 
Mount Katahdin starting Saturday, 
July 11th. An outfit was obtained 
at Rice Farm. Alec Dionne drove 
the party on the buckboard and 
David Willett toted the baggage and 
supplies. The party expect to be 
gone a week or ten days.
Mr. and Mrs. Ira Mann and four 
children of Old Town spent the after­
noon of the 12th with Mr. Mann’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. A. I. Mann, 
at their cottage at Rice Farm.
Success usually is a plant of slow growth although its flowering may seem sudden
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way was widened. In 1915 and 
again in 1922, some work was done 
on it by Joseph Paquet. In 1923 
Joseph Morin turnpiked, ditched 
and leveled the road-bed and put a 
little gravel on. In the fall of 1924 
Jim Sargent came with a crew of 
fifty men, five dump trucks, ten 
teams and the gravel loader; and in 
spite of heavy rains which hampered 
the work, the gravelling was com­
pleted to a point just beyond Hurri­
cane Dam, or about four miles from 
the boundary. This summer Mr. 
Sargent has again put a crew to work 
here, and the job will undoubtedly 
be finished before fall.
A road all the way from Seboo­
mook to Northeast Carry has 
long been looked forward to by the 
people of both places. Since the 
Great Northern acquired the prop­
erty at Northeast Carry last fall, 
this has been a subject of much 
speculation and discussion. It 
appears now that the dream of a 
lifetime may be realized. The first 
step in this direction was taken as 
far back as 1915 when Jim Sargent 
sent a crew in charge of Fred Wort­
man to commence work on it. Four 
miles were built that year, starting 
at Seboomook Dam and continuing 
along the river as far as 5-Islands. 
This first strip was used primarily 
for the purpose of toting supplies 
to the operations being carried on 
by Isaac Terrill on Burbank town. 
In the summer of 1922 Archie 
McLeod extended this road two 
miles further down the river and 
moved the storehouse which was 
formerly used by Mr. Terrill to the 
end of the extension. At present 
Mr. Sargent is again on the job 
building the last three miles, start­
ing where Mr. McLeod left off in 
1922 and going away from the river 
across country and coming out onto 
the Northeast Carry road at Penob­
scot Farm. When this job is fin­
ished there will be on the Kineo 
side one hundred and six miles of 
gravel top turnpike road.
Normand A. Smith
Although not an oldtimer in the 
strictest sense of the word, Normand 
A. Smith, whose services with the 
company extend over a period of 
twelve years, is widely known 
throughout our territory. In the 
performance of his duties as investi­
gator and as inspector of equipment 
he has traveled very extensively 
over the northern part of the state. 
There is hardly a camp in the region 
that he has not visited.
Normand Almanza Smith was 
born in Bangor and attended the 
public schools of that city. When 
still very young he became appren­
ticed to his father, the late Henry N. 
Smith, who maintained a blacksmith 
shop in Bangor for many years. 
Completing his term of service, he 
worked at his trade until 1901 with 
the exception of two brief intervals.
On March 14th, 1901, Mr. Smith 
became a member of the Bangor 
Police Department and was assign­
ed to duty along the waterfront. 
This was during Chief L. W. Gilman’s 
term of office. For the next 
twelve years or more Mr. Smith 
was a notable figure in the police 
activities of Bangor. At some 
time or other in the course of his 
career he patrolled every beat in 
the city. He advanced to the rank 
of Sergeant, a position he held for 
several years and was later the 
junior Captain of the Night Crew, 
holding this office for three years. 
Mr. Smith was an able, conscien­
tious officer, fearless in the discharge 
of his duty. Upon his departure 
from the force in September, 1913, 
Mr. F.O.Beal, then Mayor of Ban­
gor, gave to the newspapers a most 
laudatory account of his services 
to the city.
On the first of October, 1913, 
Mr. Smith entered the employ of 
the Great Northern Paper Company 
as Inspector and Special Agent, his 
first assignment being some work at 
Soule’s Mills in the Dead River 
region. He has been steadily on the 
go ever since and has made his 
rounds by every method of trans­
portation known to the woods. 
Joining the company at a time when 
the only turnpike road the company 
owned was the stretch between 
Pittston and Seboomook, he has 
seen the system grow until it now 
covers hundreds of miles. He has 
traveled by canoe, batteau, motor­
boat and steamboat; by tote-sled, 
horseback and pung; by touring 
car, “jitney,” on snowshoes and 
afoot. For eight years he had the 
same pair of driving horses; for the 
past two years he has had a company 
car at his disposal.
Normand Smith’s work has been 
characterized by an unbending loy­
alty to the company’s interests. 
His favorite motto is “Better be 
safe than sorry.” That he is a 
welcome visitor may be known from 
the fact that he is seldom “Mister” 
Smith to anyone; rather, he is 
“Normand” Smith to all.
Maine
While it is only 287 miles from 
New York city to the Maine line at 
Kittery, it is 415 miles from Kittery 
to Van Buren, on the northern line.
It nearly equals in area all the 
other New England states combined.
Maine has half the tidal coast 
line of the Atlantic, 2468 miles.
It has 1300 wooded islands, one of 
these, Mt. Desert, in Hancock 
county, of 60,000 acres.
There are 5131 rivers and streams 
in Maine large enough to be shown 
on the map, and 2465 lakes.
Character, like gold, is acceptable in all countries
Vesper Time
The spruces lift dark gothic spires 
Against the evening sky;
On mountain altars vast, the fires 
Of Sunset glow and die.
The thrushes chant across the miles 
From chapels in the trees,
And wake the dusky woodland aisles 
To holy harmonies.
Upon his massive organ wrought 
Of balsam and of pine,
The night wind plays, his dreaming fraught 
With melody divine.
The white procession of the stars 
Moves down the aisles of night,
While from the western window’s bars 
Pours down a radiance bright.
And with the twilight feel 
A peace so deep and dear,
I know that angels earthward steal 
And God is walking near.
—ARTHUR W. PEACH
